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demonstrate efforts 10 rise awareness of and prevent rafficking
within its legal sex inglustry. 1 prosaded antiaraficking iraning
for its diplomanic personnel prior i belng posted abroad and
wo milinary personne] prion w deploviment en intemmatkonal
peacckecping missions,

AUSTRIA: Tier 1

Austria is a destination and wansin country for men, women,
amd children subjeoed 1o sex irafhicking and forced labor. The
miajority of identified victims are girls and women subjeoed 1o
s Iralfeking, Victime paimearily osiginage from Fastern Eumpe
{ Bosttia and Hersegoving, Serbia, Romania, and Bulgaria) and,
g0 besser extent, Clhina, Migeria, e Middle Eas, Moah Alrica,
Southeast Asia, and South America, Traffckers semetirmes Ture
women by offering hictitious positions, inchuding over social
rieclia, a% ann pairs, cleimers, wailresses, ot dancers. Forced Libor
corurs i ihe agriculiural, consenscbon, calening, festaurant, and
cleaning secors, and among domestic labogers in diplomaic
houscholds. Physically and mentally disabled persons from
Easiern Furope and Bomani children are wictiims of forced
hegging. In 2015, authorities identified wafficking victims
among a growing population of unaccompanied minos asylum
sechers, including childien from Syria, Aghanissan, and mMonh
Africa forced into begging,

The Government of Austria fully meets the minimam
standarnds for the elimination of wafficking. While the number
of prosecutions and convictions declined, the govermment
substanially increased funding for viokm services and continued
to blemiify and refer victims in partnership with NGOs, The
gowernmient improved its efforts (o idenify iraficking victims
MR r:'ﬁl.ﬁﬂ':, irmegular migrants, and asylume-seekers, and
provided training on victiom sdentification to NEOs providing
care 1o those vulnerable populaticns. The governmem
continued its effons 1o prevent domastic servitude in diplematic
henmsetralds and its suppon of campaigns w sensitize buyers
of commercial sex acts about sex trafficking and to prevent
child sex toarism.
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RECOMMENDATIONS FOR AUSTRIA:

Sentence convicted raffickers proporionate 1o the gravicy
of the crime; expand and enhance eflons o identify vicims
amang irregular migranis, asylom seckers. and individuals in
proastitubion; continue 10 sensitice judges on the challenges
eraffcking victims face in testifying againsy their exploiters;
revise procedines o allow vietims who ageee 1o cooperste in
prosecutions, particularly EL nationals who do ot mest the
curment criteria for residency, 10 reocive residenoe permits; and
continue elfons w identily walffcking victims among childmen
exploited in prostitution and foroed begging and men working
in sectors v lnerable w labor explobiatien.

PROSECUTION
The goaernment sustained vigorous biw enforcement effons, The
prwvernmeent prohihits both sex trathoking amd labor trafhcking

under articke 104{a] of the Austrian criminal code, which
preseribes penaliies ranging up to 10 yeas’ imprisonment. Article
104 criminalizes “wafficking for the punpose of slavery™ and
prescribes penalies ranging from 10000 20 years” imprisoqm .
article 217 prohibiis the movement of people inte Ausiria for
prostinrion and prohibits the use of decepgion, threats, or force
in the rransnatonal mavement of persons for prostilation,
Penalties prescribsed in anicle 217 range from six manths’
w10 years' imprisonment, which are sulficiemly suringem
and commensurate with those prescribed for oiher serious
crimees, swch as rape, In Janasry 2006, the e adoped
alelivional ervmanal cosle provisions strengthening profibilions
agatnst wafficking-relaved crimes, including section 1064,
criminalizing feroed mamiage and section 2054 criminalizing
nonconsensual sex, exploiiation, and the use of intimidation
o obtain consenl,

The govermment ivestigated 118 wafficking suspects in 3015 (six
uibder ambcle 104, 57 wnder amicle 104(a). and 55 wider amsele
N7 comparned with a total of 147 investigations in 2014, The
govermment prosecuted 35 trafficking defendants in 2005 {10
unber article 104(a), aned 25 under article 217, a decrease from
A7 procecutions in 2004, Awstrian courts convicted 15 walfickers
i 2015 {rwo under ambcle 104 (a), and 13 under ambce 217 )0 a
decrease from 49 conviclions in 2004, Prison sentences ranged
froom three months te more than five years in 2004, the most
recent year for which sentencing data was availabbe, but couns
partially ar fully suspended some sentences.

The government provided maining on vicim kdentificatkon
anad wrafficking awareness 1o a wide range of government
employees, including Law enforcemend, military, diplomatic,
cetention center, asylum reception cenier, revenue autharity,
labsor inspectorate, border contral, and judicial personmel.
Training was condwoed atall levels and i ncluded as pan of
the standard curriculum for L enforcement. The government
did na repon any investigations, prosecuiions. or conviclions
of grvernmient officials complicit in human iraffcking offenses.

PROTECTION

The gowernment maintained strong protection effors. Police,
Mk, Al paher govermirmenit nstitaions kbentafved and assisied
271 fermale and 30 male victims in 2015, an increase from 265
victims in 2004, The government disbursed approximately
831,760 curos {£905,000] 10 a s[mi.llir:ﬁl :|n|:i-1|-.|'|'ﬁ|;h:inﬂ
BICCY 1o et and house vietime, a decrease from B8, 740
euires [ 51.02 million ) disbursed in 2004, The government also
dishursed approximanely 400,000 euros ($435,000] 10 two
NGO counseling centers for male vrafficking victims and
undocumienicd miE:r;nl:... a subsiamdial increase from 180,00
curas (5219.000) disbursed in 2004, Covernment funding
comprised the bulk of these organzatbons” baisgets. The cemter
for male victims, which began o offer secure accommiodation
in March 2015, assisved 30 vigtims and provided counscling o
424 mien. some of whom may have been unidentifiod viciims
The cemter for undocumented migrans wentihed and referned
one tralficking victim in 20015, A povernment-rin center for
unaccompanbed minors assisted child rafficking viciims and
offered specialized psyochological care, Governmens-funded
B |'|-r\mri|;|:'¢.| I;r.'lrl"rm;h.ilu'.'r wictims with CIMCIRCNCY shelier,
medical care, psychological care, and legal asmstance. NGO
staf bl peed wibtims prepace for coun proceedings and assisted
foreign victims with repatriation.

Thie grevernimeent granted |7 foreigm victims temporany resicenaoe
peermits in 2005, which allowed them unconditional acoess o



the Austrian labor market. Victims who were ELU citizens could
ni legally remain in the country unless they met a minimam
income regquirement; this was reponedly a challenge for EU
victims in previous years, and many had 1o leave who would
v preferred wo rermain in Ausiria. Coverniment olfwials from
multiple agencies had guidelines and checklisis 1o proactively
identify traffcking victims, Government inspeciors and police
proactively screened women in prostitution for trafficking
indicators; hanwever, in previous vears, NGO reponted that siaff
an healh ceners lacked resouroes 1o kdentify victims among
imdividuals in prostimtion. NGOs worked with government
officials o impeove their ability (e identify trafficking victims
anal reporied palice identification was generally effective. The
government increased effons o identily wrafficking victims
amang migrants and aslum-seckers, providing iraining o
border officials, HGOs, and directly to migranis; nonetheless,
officials identificd mo trafhicking victims among migranis
transiting through or remaining in Austria in 2005, ldentified
victims af erafficking were granted a 30-day reflection period
to feceive assistance and decide whether o cooperate in
investigations, The justice minisany repomed 160 victims assisted
in prosecutions during 2005, Victims could testify via video
conference and could provide anonymous depositions, Viaims
could also file civil suits for compensation against raffickers,
though it was wnelear whether amy victims collected judgment
awards in 2005, In previous years, expens repomed Ausirian
ivdpges needed more sensitization training on dealing with
trafficking victims as witnesses, While the government did nog
report amy cases of rafficking victims being detained, fined, or
jailed for unlawil acs commitbed as a direct pesuln of being
subjected o human trafficking, NCOs kentified cases where
auihorities convicied and fived victims who had been foroed
to commit misdemeanors, such as pickpocketing,

PREVENTION

The government contimeed robust effons wo prevent talicking,
A national anti-traffeking coordinator headed & vaskforce
thian coardinated the government’s anti-trafficking effens and
included MOOs. The govermmaent published a detailed anmoal
report on its website on the implementation of its 200 2.
2004 naticaal action plan and began implementation of s
action plan for 20015200 7. The government subsidized several
publications and welevison programs on walficking amd funded
campaigns to inform swomen in prostitution of their legal
righis, Tha governmant also continued school exhibitions o
sensitioe Austrian youth w rafficking, The exhibitions were
supplemented by a handbook for eachers that conained
information an idemifving victims. The imerior minisiry
continued to min a 24-hour trathcking hotline and email
address, The saskforce distributed leaflets on child rrafficking
b gowernrment awthaorities and the milisary, The govesnment
continued o support regional anti-wrafficking inidatives. hosged
several intemational conferences on traffcking. and conimsed
tex cooperate wilh Cermanmy and Switzerland on the "Don't Look
Awvay” camipaign that placed ads against chibd sex tourism in
public wanspomation. The government reissued the “Glalbal
Code of Ethies for Tourism™ 1o goawr CHpErAlors. hatels, and
restavirants e combat child sex tourism. The government
continsed efforts to prevent traffcking by diplomats posted in
Awstria, The foreign ministry comtinued events for employees
ol diplomatic households, inoreasimg workers' awareness of
their rights and sensitizing them o walficking, The povermmen
requined foseipn domestic workers in diplomatic housshalds o
Apgpear in person o eceive ther identity cands. The government
did not make efforts t reduce the demand for commiercial sex
aces, but adicd conduct awaremess camipaigns o sensitiee cliems

of prostitution about sex wrafficking. Austrian ireops received
gavernment-funded anti-iraffecking training concucted by an
MG pric i their deplovment abroad as part of peacckeeping
missicns The government provided anti-trafficking training
For its diplomatic personnel.

AZERBAIJAN: Tier 2

Azerhbaijan is a source, iransit, and destination country for
rae, women, and children :iuhi:ﬂ'l.rd b Hewreced Dabwosr anad sex
trafficking. Azerbaijani men and boys are subjected o forced
labor i Tarkey, Kussia, United Arab Emirates [LIAE], amd
Azerhaijan, Women and children from Azerbaijan are subjecied
b s II'JFFH,'kiHEI within the country and im Turkey, Russia, and
LIAE. Azerbaipan is a destination country for sex and labaor
trafficking sictirms from Turkey, Ulzbekistan, Tarkmenistan,
Likraine, anl. in previows years. China and Hussia, Some migrant
wirkers froms Turkey and cther countrics in Eurape and South
anmdd Central Asia are mhjq'nrd ti fovrced labor in .*.m'h;li.ja.n.
Acserbaipan wis used A% 2 transil countey for viatims of sex and
Labor wrafficking from Cenral Asia v LAE, Turkey, and Iran in
previows years. Within the country, some children, particulardy
those of Romani descent, ane subjected 1o forced begging and
foroeel labor as rosdside vendors and at tea hiowses and 1.'1.'|:|;.||:.|ir|:|;I
Facilities. Filipina vietims are subjected 10 domestic servade
in Azerbabjan.

The Covernment of Azerbaijan does not fully meet the
miinimum standards for the elimination of trafficking: however,
il s making signibcant efions o do so. During the neporting
pericd, the govermment increased the number of tafficking
prvesLigaticas, maimaimed suong proseomion and convicion
raies, and handed down severe sentences for labor and sey
traffickers, The government increased victim identification
efforts through the idemification of seven Azerhaijani victims
of forced labor however, the government did non provide
adequate and conststent Rnancial suppon vo NGO panners than
provide rehabilitation and reinegration services wo viciims for
the third year in a row, The government did not have formal
stanvilard operating procedures for implementation ol the
referral meehanism, and communication amangst partici pating
agencies and onganizations rermained weake Sources pepored
the government continued 1o pressure victims 1o assist in the
investigation and proseoution of alleged raffickers, and victims
whior rehuesed 1o pamiciguabe did mot receive the same guadany of
care as those who dil participae,
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RECOMMENDATIONS FOR AZERBAIJAN:

Proactively investigate powential irafficking cases, paniculary
situanbons of potental forced labor vigorously Dnvestigate and
prosecute trafficking offenses and convict and punish trafficking
affenders; create standard aperating procedwres o implement
the national referral mechanism and formalies the role of
MO and orher stakeholders inthe referral process: improve
coimmanicaion amoong govermment agendies, indluding abou
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