Both parents/guardians must authorize the issuance of the child's passport. The best way to do this is

for both parents/guardians to go with the child in person to apply for the passport.

What if both parents/guardians cannot appear in person?

If...

You have sole legal authority

One parent unable to appear

Then...

You must submit evidence of this with the application. Examples
include:

e Complete court order granting you sole legal custody of the
child, such as a divorce decree or other custody order

e Complete court order specifically permitting you to apply for
your child’s passport (photocopy is acceptable)

e Certified copy of the child's birth certificate listing you as
the only parent

e Certified copy of an adoption decree listing you as
the only parent

e Certified copy of the judicial declaration of incompetence of
the parent that cannot appear in person

e Certified copy of the death certificate of the parent that
cannot appear in person

If one parent/guardian cannot go with the child to apply for the
passport, they can give permission by completing Form DS-3053
“Statement of Consent." You must submit the completed form with

the child's passport application. The parent that cannot go with the
child must:

e Sign and date Form DS-3053 in the presence of a certified
notary public, and

e Submit a photocopy of the front and back side of the ID that
they present to the notary public with Form DS-3053.

Please note: In certain countries, a DS-3053 must be notarized at a
U.S. embassy or consulate and cannot be notarized by a local notary
public. Currently, these countries are Algeria, Angola, Bangladesh,
Bulgaria, Cambodia, Cameroon, Dominican Republic, Egypt,
Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, Gabon, Guatemala, Guinea, Haiti,
Honduras, Iran, Iraq, Jamaica, Kenya, Laos, Lebanon, Libya, Mali,
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Mauritania, Mauritius, Moldova, Nicaragua, Nigeria, North Korea,
Pakistan, Panama, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Somalia,
Sudan, Syria, Trinidad & Tobago, Uganda, Ukraine, United Arab
Emirates, Venezuela, Vietham, and Yemen.

You must submit Form DS-5525 “Statement of Exigent/Special Family
Circumstances."

e Please complete the form with as much detail as possible.

e We will ask for additional evidence. Examples include: a
custody order, an incarceration order, or a restraining order
to protect against international parental child abduction.

You cannot locate the other
e If the non-applying parent is deployed by the military, he or

she should be able to provide a notarized Form DS-3053 in
most cases. In the rare case that the non-applying parent

parent

cannot be contacted, you must provide either military orders
with a Form DS-5525 showing the non-applying parent can't
be contacted because they are on a special assignment for
more than 30 days outside of their duty station OR a signed
statement from the non-applying parent's commanding
officer that they can't be reached.

A third party may apply for the child's passport with a notarized
statement from both parents/guardians giving that third party
permission to apply for the child.

) e The statement must include a photocopy of the
Neither parent able to appear . e .
parents/guardians' identification.
e When the statement is from only one parent/guardian, the
third party must present evidence of sole custody of the

consenting parent/guardian.

Please Note: Written authorization from the parent that cannot appear in person must be less than
three months old
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